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Apollo-led Group of Cos to
Help Govt with Covid Care

Biocon, Oyo, Zomato, SBI, HUL & others join hands; group identifies
80,000 hotel rooms that can be converted into isolation rooms

OurBureau

Hyderabad: A group of companies led by Apollo
Hospitals has come forward to bolster the govern-
ment’s efforts to contain the coronavirus outbre-
ak, offeringisolation rooms, medical supervision,
food supplies and 1ab tests.

The group, which also includes Biocon, Oyo Ho-
tels, Lemon Tree Hotels, Ginger Hotels, Zomato,
SBI,HUL and Deutsche Bank, has identified about
80,000 hotel rooms across the country that can be
converted into isolation rooms with medical su-
pervision based on need. It is also pooling CSR
fundsto help patients with financial issues.

This was announced through video conference on
Monday by Apollo Hospitals’ joint managing direc-
tor Sangita Reddy. Biocon chairman Kiran Mazum-
dar Shaw, Oyo Hotels chief executive Ritesh Agar-
wal, HUL chairman Sanjiv Mehta, Lemon Tree pre-
sident Vikramyjit Singh, Zomato COO Gaurav Gupta,
and Deutsche Bank India chief country officer
Kaushik Shaparia were the other participants in
the video conference meeting.

Thegroup said they hopeto break the chain of in-
fections with the initiative, titled ‘Project Stay I,
which will extend help to over 10,000 patients a
month. In the first phase, around 500 isolation ro-
oms will take off in six Indian cities —Hydera-
bad, Chennai, Bengaluru, Mumbai, Kolkataand
Delhi. The plan is to add 50 rooms every three da-

ys, taking in the count to about 5,000 rooms across
India in phases.

SBIand HUL have pitched to offer 50% of catego-
ry 1rooms of Oyo free of cost to those Covid-19-af-
fected persons who cannot afford it.

The initiative in the public-private-partnership
mode is to ensure that people who don’t need ho-
spital beds are not using the scarce resource if
theyarenot critically sick, said Reddy, adding that
the objectiveis “tocreateisolationand quarantine
facilities away from the main hospitals in cities
across the country and reduce the burden on ho-
spitals providing acute care”.

Reddy said the model was envisaged to have a
combination of self-payingand CSR-funded custo-
mersand the purpose of partnering with multiple
facility brands was to ensure that all socio-econo-
mic segments of society have an equal opportuni-
ty toavail of theseservices.

Apollo Hospitals, which will assist the guests
wishingtobook aroom in the network of isolation
roomsthrough its websiteand helpline, will provi-
de virtual medical rounds, a round-the-clock spe-
cialist, and medications and diagnostics prescri-
bed. Apart from extending a comprehensive trai-
ning to the Oyo staff to screen the Covid-19 guests,
Apollo will track critical parameters of guests to
shift them to a hospital if required.

Biocon’s Shaw said her company will extend free
Covid-19 tests asper the Indian Council of Medical
Research under this partnership.




